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which Spinoza furnishes, that Substance must be One. Existence necessarily follows from the definition of substance. Whatever follows from the definition of a thing belongs entirely to its nature, and is part of the contents of that nature. If of that nature there be seven or eight instances, there must be some extrinsic cause for this definite number, neither more nor less; for the definition carries only the nature, irrespective of number. The existence of plural things, therefore, being always caused externally to them, while the existence of substance is intrinsic to its nature as defined, the latter is not plural1. The only effect of this proof, if we allow its validity, is, that we are required by it to exclude plurality from an object of thought which has been already so described that we can think of it only as a nest of plurality. It is utterly impossible to combine in thought the number of coexisting attributes and the unity of the substance to which they belong. The proof burdens us with a contradiction, be it ever so good.
But it is not good; and its failure lies in this; that although the definition of substance provides within itself for the existence of substance, and does not provide for any numerical determination, neither on that account does it exclude such determination, but remains neutral to one or many. Definition always gives the comprehension of a term, and is .silent on its extension; but this silence holds no less where the extension is one than where it is plural. Do you say that in the latter case we want a cause for there being a plurality rather than one ? I reply, then no less shall we require a cause for there being one rather than a plurality. Perhaps you will say, this is supplied by the definition, which * involves existence;7 but it is not so ; for the existence of a nature excludes only non-existence, or none of it, and is just as compatible with many of it as with one. For the cause of either fact alike you have to go out beyond the definition or inner elements of the conception; the statistics of reality cannot be extracted from the factors of thought.. This 1 Eth. I. viii. Schol. 2.